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The LoTe of (iod. 
(UXg HOLM.) 


Like a cradle rmikiu!;, rocking, 

SileDt, peacelu', to and fro, 
Like a moKhor's aweet looks dropping 

On his Utile fact' below, 
lUngs the, green earth, swinging turnitig, 

Jarlesi, iiulseless, safe and slow, 
FalU the light of God's face bending 

Down and watching us below. 

And as Jeeble babes that suffer, 

To33 and cry and will not rest, 
Are the ones the tender mother 

Holds the closest, lovea the.best; 
So when we are weak and wretched, 

By our sins weighed down, distressed, 
Then ir, is that (iod's great patience 

IIoIdM us closest, loves us best. 

O great heart of <jod ! whose loving 

Cannot hindered be or crossed. 
Will not weary, will not even 

In our death itself be lost — 
Love divine! ot such great loving, 

Only mothers know the cost — 
CJost of love, which all love passing, 

(i^VB a Sfin to wave the loRt. 


The Faator's Duty to the HntHlaj Hcbool. 

BEAD AT TlIE OHIO 8. 8. CONVKNTION, BY MABTIN 

SHIVELY, OK VVEST IMDBPENDEXCK. 

'I slept, and d reamed tliat lUe was besuly 


I woke, and found Uiat life was duty.'— Ellen S. Hooker. 

It is a clearly established tact, that this life is 
one of duty. Men may still sleep, and dream that 
life is all beauty and pleasure, but in their wake- 
ful hours they are confronted with the fact that 
God and humanity demanded a work at their 
hands. No man can truthfully say that he is ex- 
empt. If man has a taleni, he is expected to im- 
prove it. (Tircumfttances may shift more than the 
average amount of respiinsibility n|3on his Bhoul- 
dars, but be it remembered that God holds us re- 
sponsible only for that which we can do. _ Duty 
may, and docij lead us into pal he which are not 
always pleasant, but the iuipi*rative Hhou shall' 
leads us, and guidifi us on, until, having reached 
the limit of its authority, we hear the joycus wel- 
oom, 'Well done, gtwd and faithful servant, en- 
ter thou into the joys ot I by Lord.' 

If all men were placed under similur circum- 
stances, and they possessed the same amount ot 
ability, there would be no need of discussing this 
question ; for what would be ono inan'a duty, 
would also be his neighbor's. But all men are 
mot thus situated, and therefore each has a separate 
and distinct position to fill, and is only held ac- 
countable for the manner in which he does his 
work. Here the pabtor is included, and the ques- 
tion asked, 'What is his duty to the Sunday School ?' 
The field which enj^agea his attention, is surely 
abroad one. And when I think of the position 
I occupy, I am made to ask the question, 'Can I, 
and do I fulfill it aright ?' The pastor is, or ought 
to be, the 'shepherd of the sheep.' As such, bis 
responsibility is far reaching. The keeper of the 
flock is expected to guide it into safe paths ; can 
not venture into unfrequented or dangerous placed, 
for in loosing himself, he looses those intrusted into 
his care. God give us grace, that we may acquit 
ourselves in thy sight. 

It has been beautifully, and truthfully said that, 
the Sabbath School is the nursery of the church. 
The children of our neighborhood gather once per 
week to read of Crod's will concerning them and 
us, and the impressions made there, are as lasting 
as time. I (or one can say, that I am trying to 
live a Christian life, and trying to persuade others 
to do so, because I learned my ditty to man and 
God in the Sabbath School. The young mind is 
developing, and the impressions made upon it, 
make up the religious character of the man or 
woman, and the sower is responsible for the crop 
they produce. If the pastor has any influence 
*over bis school, he should strive to leave the 
«ery best of impressions upon the minds of its 
pupils. 

If then the Sunday School is the source from 
which the army of the Lord is recruited, the 
mannerin which it isoonducted and the doctrinal les 
son there taught,are responsible for the future of the 
rtturcb. If we teach a 'loose' doctrine, a loose doc- 


trine will be the result. If the child iB taught 
that faith alone is su Acient to save it, it holds to 
the idea with wonderful tenacity, and declares 
that 'the "preacher" said bo, and of course be 
kaowB.' 

The pastor ' should have ac eye open to. the fu- 
ture of the congregation with which he labors, for 
his love to his people should not, and does not 
eeaae, though his responsibility as their pastor be 
at an end. Do we love our church ? Do we love 
the principles it advocates? If so, are we doing 
all we can to enlarge the boarders of Zion, and to 
instill into the mindB of its citizens the doctrines 
of the Bible ? The scriptures must be presented 
to the learner in such a manner that he will have 
a desire to know more of them. 'They are the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.' .When we are successful in having 
the Bible read, and read thoroughly, there is 
usually but little trouble in getting people to 
take a stand for, and with Christ. We deplore 
the fact that so many men and women who are 
rearing families, are not in the church. They 
make all sorts of excuses for their attitude, but 
if you could hut see the family Bible, the cause 
would be very apparent. On a handsome center- 
table it lies unnoticed. It is the duty of the pas- 
tor to aix)use within them a desire to know more 
of God's word. Many of them attend our Sabbath 
School ; let the pastor there make the Holy Vol- 
ume attractive and a part of his duty has been 
rightly met. 

To do the greatest amount of good, we must 
have the entire confidence of our Sunday School. 
Little folks soon learn to know whether we are 
in earnest or not, and if the latter be their con- 
clusion, or influence over them is lust, and they 
usually form a very poor opinion of the cause we 
represent. An address to the children, in which 
we tell them that we love them, and wish them 
well here and hereafter, is vtry often spoiled by 
paasirg them on the street without noticing or 
speaking to them. Though their knowledge may 
be limited, they know that men do not thus treat 
an object or person they love. The young minds 
demand attention from those whom they account 
as being their superiors, and if they do not re- 
ceive it, they otten think themselves unworthy 
and drift from good to evil. Am I among the 
class that thus use those of whom Christ said, 
'of such is the kingdom of heaven V God forbid. 
Remembering that the boys and girls of to-day, 
shall be our successors as ministers of the gospel, 
as legislators, as mechanics and workingmen, let 
us throw such an influence around them that 
will make better men, and more eflBcient workmen 
of them than we are, and then when the last 
trump shall sound and all see the face and form of 

the Son of Man, 

'We Rb»ll come rpjoicing, 
iirlDfcttm In the abeaves.' 


Vihy Keep the First Day of the Week t 


BY A. M. BIOENODR, 

At the eai-nest solicitation of a good brother in 
Michigan I have consented to give through the 
Evangelist a few thoughts on the above question. 
I shall not attempt to weary the mind ot the rea- 
der with a critical examination of the subject, but 
will give what has occured to me in the investi- 
gation of the subject, to be facts. There is rea- 
son to believe that at the creation of our world 
and our raeo the Creator set apart one day in sev- 
en as sacred to himself, to be observed by man in 
all hia generation and familiea. As a day of wor- 
ship and rest, the sacred narrative informs us that 
'on the seventh day God ended his work which he 
had rnxde ; and God blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it, because that in it he had rested from 
all his work which God created and made.' Here, 
then, we have a hktory of the institution of the 
Sabbath, which preseolsat the same time the 
veaton why the day was tBus set apart It was 
thus consecrated, because on that day God had 
rested from all his work. The Sabbath thes, did 
not originate with the precept as given in Exodus 
20 : 8, but was observed from the beginning — 
kept to commemoration of the completion of the 
cnatioD. Accordingly, we read of the division of 


time by week^ Gen, 29 : 37. Again, in the 8tb 
chapter of Gen. of Noah sending forth the raven 
from the ark and the dove twice at intervals of - 
seven days, and then the manner in which the 
gathering of manna was prohibited on the le*- 
entb day is further proof of the correctness ol this 
view. 'And all the rulers of the congregation 
came and told Mosee, and. he said unto tb«m, ^ 
this is that which the Lord hntb said, tomorrow i« 
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord.' No 
command here to observe an ordinance just then 
for the first time promulgated, but simply a rea- 
son assigned for the circumstance t hat a double 
portion of food was provided on that day, which 
reason was that 'tomorrow is the iS;ibbalh,' as if 
the simple mention of the fact wmild be sufBcent 
to explain the whole thing. And this, is also, im- 
plied in the precept, 'Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it boly,' They are reminded that 
this day is reinacted, and made a special ordinance 
along with many othera. For that people, the 
Jewish, or Mosaic Sabbath, is always spoken of as 
9,8ign between God and the people of Israel; More- 
over, also, 'I give them my Sabbath to be a sign 
between me and them.' which implies that it was 
a peculiar ordinance, not common u> Jill nations. 
But a special institution designed fur that one 
people, otherwise it would have no significance as 
a sign, any more than the rising of itie dun, or an- 
other well known plienomenon eomuion to all na- 
tions in ages of the world. It fnUows, therefore 
that the Jewish Sabbath is not binding on us, eith- 
er as regards the day or the week, or the duties 
and manner of observance. V\^e are ut liberty 
then, to adopt another, and as there are reasons to 
believe that the change from the ai'venih to the 
first day of the week is of divine nuthority, we 
therefore accept it as a day of rest and worship. 
It must be conceded, however, that there is no 
positive precept for the change, but, w\.- ulaim that 
example of Christ and bis apostles equivalent. 

Jesus was in bis grave on the soveiilh day, but 
on the first day of the week he an Me from the 
grave and thus completed the work ft redemption. 
And as the seventh day was kept in commemora- 
tion ol the completion ot the work ol creation, so 
the first day is now kept in commomorjxtion ot the 
completion of the work of redemption Christ 
blotted out the hand- writing ot the Jewish ordir' 
nances, nailing them to the cross. And as he is 
'Lord of the Sabbath' he certainly imd the right to 
change the day. Hence, we find thai immediately 
after the resurrection of Christ the change occured. 
The Apostles first meeting was on the day that 
the Saviour rose from the grave. .\nd he approv- 
ed of their works by appearing unto them and 
making himself known. On the next Lord's day 
as they were again assembled for w.irohip he ap- 
peared the second time, and made hitoself known 
to the doubting Thomas. The mir,iculouB pante- 
costal blessing was received by thu apoatles while 
ihey were asaeoibled and worshiping on the first 
day of the week. And in Acts 20 : 7 we read : 
'And upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the mor- 
row. Again in Cor. 16 :'2, 'Upon ttie first day of 
the week let every one of you lay by him in store 
as God hath prospered him.' And in Revelations 
it is called the 'Lord's Day.' John was in the 
Spirit on the 'Lord's Day.' From il cse facta we 
learn that the first day of the wetk ha*! at least the 
sanction ol the Apostolic usagf, and certainly, 
when the Apostles made the change they must 
have done it by orthority. 

We will close our article with a qiKjtation Irom 
Bro. A. L. Garbers' tract on the 'Lord 'a Day,' 'The 
unaniarous testimony of all antiquity arrays it- 
self in support of the first day of the week, regu- 
larly called the 'Lord's Day' by the churches for 
a thousand years after Christ, and by millions of 
Christians even at this day* ae the day on which 
the solemn assemblies of the church weie held, and 
it was observed with great veneration ; aad there 
is no evidence in all history that mty orthodox 
body of Christiana ever discarded its obaervaoce.' 
Bryan, Ohio. 


Goodness like the river Nile, overflows its 
banks to enrich the soil and to throw plenty into 
the country.— Collier. 
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